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RACHID BERNAL 
BIOGRAPHY 

 
 

Rachid Bernal graduated with 

Honorable Mention from the 

"Life and Movement" School of 

the Ollin Yoliztli Cultural Center 

in Mexico City. He subsequently 

attended special courses in 

Vienna, Austria. 

His piano studies have been 

tutored by the Spanish pianist 

Joaquin Achúcarro at the 

Southern Methodist University in 

Dallas, Texas, Manuel Pérez 

Dávila and Camelia Goila in his 

native Mexico. 

He has participated in master 

classes with artists such as Jorge 

Federico Osorio, Anatoly Zatín, 

Josef Olechowsky, Alessio Bax, 

Enrique Bátiz, Horacio Nuguid 

and Ian Hobson. 

Since his debut as soloist at the 

age of 16 with the Querétaro 

Philharmonic under the baton of 

José Guadalupe Flores, Rachid 

has performed in recitals in Mexico, Canada, the United States, Guatemala, Spain and 

Austria, mainly at the “Young Artist World Piano Festival” in Minnesota, Smith Memorial 

Hall of the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, Mountain View Performance Hall in Dallas (Texas), Corpus Christi Performing 

Arts Center, “Bravissimo” International Festival, “En Blanco y Negro” International Piano 

Festival and as a soloist with the Irving Symphony Orchestra in Texas conducted by Héctor 

Guzmán. He is an active soloist of the principal Orchestras of Mexico such as the Mexico 

https://www.facebook.com/MuchiMusicMgmt/
http://www.muchimusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rachidconcertista/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jose36605/videos
https://www.instagram.com/rachidbernal/
https://twitter.com/rachidbernal
https://www.rachidbernal.com/
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City Philharmonic, Chamber Orchestra of Fine Arts, National Symphony Orchestra of 

Mexico, the Symphony Orchestras of Xalapa, Querétaro, Aguascalientes, Zacatecas, 

National Polytechnic Institute, Autonomous University of the State of Hidalgo and Juvenil 

Eduardo Mata from UNAM, to mention a few, working with renowned conductors such as 

Enrique Diemecke, Lanfranco Marcelletti, José Areán, Eduardo Strausser, Enrique Barrios 

and Ludwig Carrasco, among others. 

The year 2022 was one of intense activity for Rachid. In May he offered four solo concerts 

on consecutive days with two different orchestras: the National Symphony of Mexico and 

the National Polytechnic Institute Symphony; in July he was invited to be part of the jury of 

the "Laszlo Frater" Competition at the Conservatory of Music of the State of Mexico; in 

August he presented a recital in the piano cycle of PALCCO (Zapopan, Jalisco) and in 

September he appeared in Guatemala for the second time with a recital, as soloist with 

orchestra and offering master classes at the Juan Bautista Gutiérrez Theater as part of the 

Festival International “Bravissimo”. He recently joined the faculty of the Conservatory of 

Music of the State of Mexico and has been invited to play as a soloist with the Madison 

Symphony (Wisconsin, United States). 

Rachid Bernal has received various national and international awards and distinctions: he 

was the winner of the Piano Concerto Competition at the “Young Artist World Piano 

Festival” in Minnesota, for which he obtained a contract to play as soloist with an orchestra; 

Second place in the IX International Piano Biennial "Formal Classical Music" in the City of 

Mexicali, Baja California; the “Special Award” from the 68th Wideman International Piano 

Competition in Shreveport, Louisiana; and most recently he was the winner of the First 

Prize of the IX National Piano Competition “Angélica Morales-Yamaha” in Mexico, of which 

he obtained the Third Prize in its previous edition. 

Since 2019 Rachid Bernal is a member of the Joaquín Achúcarro Foundation. 
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ORCHESTRAL REPERTOIRE (2023) 

 

Ludwig van Beethoven  Concerto No. 1 in C major, Op. 15 

     Concerto No. 3 in C minor, Op. 37 

Concerto No. 5 in E flat major, Op. 73, Emperor 

Manuel de Falla   Noches en los jardines de España 

George Gershwin   Concerto in F 

     Rhapsody in blue 

Joseph Haydn                              Concerto No. 11 in D major, Hob. XVIII 

Paul Hindemith   The Four Temperaments (string orchestra) 

Aram Khachaturian  Concerto in D flat major 

Franz Liszt    Totentanz 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Concerto No. 21 in C major, K. 467 

                                                     Concerto No. 25 in C major, K. 503 

Sergei Rachmaninov  Concerto No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18 

https://www.facebook.com/MuchiMusicMgmt/
http://www.muchimusic.com/
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     Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30   

     Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43 

Maurice Ravel   Concerto in G 

Robert Schumann                Concerto in A minor, Op. 54 

Joaquín Turina   Symphonic Rhapsody, Op. 66 

RECITAL PROGRAMS (2023) 

I 
 

Robert Schumann (1810-1856)             Kinderszenen, Op. 15 
• Von fremden Ländern und Menschen (Of Foreign 

Lands and Peoples) 

• Kuriose Geschichte (A Curious Story) 

• Hasche-Mann (Blind Man's Buff) 

• Bittendes Kind (Pleading Child) 

• Glückes genug (Happy Enough) 

• Wichtige Begebenheit (An Important Event) 

• Träumerei (Dreaming) 

• Am Kamin (At The Fireside) 

• Ritter vom Steckenpferd (Knight Of The 

Hobbyhorse) 

• Fast zu Ernst (Almost Too Serious) 

• Fürchtenmachen (Frightening) 

• Kind im Einschlummern (Child Falling Asleep) 

• Der Dichter spricht (The Poet Speaks) 

 

Joseph Jongen (1873-1953)                   Two Pieces Op. 33 
                                                                     1.- Clair de lune 
                                                                                            2.- Soleil a midi 

 

Intermission 

Claude Debussy (1862-1918)  Clair de lune from Suite Bergamasque 

 

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)           Jeux d´eau 

                                                        La Valse 
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II 

 

Serguei Rachmaninov (1873-1943)       Ten Preludes Op. 23 
1. In F sharp minor. Largo 

2. In B flat major. Maestoso 

3. In D minor. Tempo di minuetto 

4. In D major. Andante cantabile 

5. In G minor. Alla marcia 

6. In E flat major. Andante 

7. In C minor. Allegro 

8. In A sharp major. Allegro vivace 

9. In E flat minor. Presto 

10. In G sharp major. Largo 

Intermission              

 

 

Samuel Barber (1910-1981)                Nocturne Op. 33 

 

                                                                Piano Sonata in E flat minor Op. 26 
                                                                     1.-Allegro energico 
                                                                                            2.-Allegro vivace e leggero 

                                                                                            3.-Adagio mesto 

                                                                                            4.-Fuga: Allegro con spirito 
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